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RE:

Docket No. FYO3.92S.1PR (!.i
Federal Register Y 01. 70., No.1 00, PaijO 30001 i
Grapes Grown in. Designated Arcs ofSoutheas~m Ca1ifoflia Wld Imported
Table Grapes; Proposed Change in RegulaiOry Period i
COMMENTS IN oPPOSmON TO PROPOSED C~GE

Dear Docket Clerk:
,

Valle QfW}de SA opposes the above referenced chango in ~~ e~tive date of
Tablc Grape Marketing Order 925 and t,ht; companion TablQ Grap,e ~port Regulation 4
that ~ further restrict table grapes supplied from Chil~. VaIle Oraude is in the business.
ofexponing Chilcm agriouJtura1.commodities, and ships IlpptOxim.tcly 120.000 boxes of
fresh table grapes to the U.S. during the monw ofDeccmber throu~ April.

Valle Gtande SA concurs M~ and incorporates herein by r~fc;re:nce! the detailed
CO1nnl~ts and supporting data submitted by ASOEX) the Chil'ean Exporters Association.
Specifically, Valle Onwde SA urges the agency to rejeCt the propo~ change in the
regulatory ~riod };)ecBUSC:

1.

2.3.

l1le Proposed Rule impo~s marketing order $tan~s on Chilean
supplies whQU no domestic -varieties arc a.vailabl~J and thercforc
co~tutes a non~tarlffbarrier contrary to the tenns of WTO Agreemen"tS
and the tr.S.-Chile Free Tt~ Agreem~t. :
The PI"Oposed Rule assesses insfJeCtion fces staning ~pril 1 when no
domestic ~pp1ies are beini so char~ed, and thereby [Violates Article III
and ArticleVm QfOATf 1994. ;
The change in the begiIming effective da.te of Marketing Order .925 and
Table Ora~ Import Reguluuon 4 from April 20 to .A1pril 1 will have a
direct negative iro~ on ow business. Valle On\nd~ SA ships 3.600 of
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4.

5.6.

7

8.

I

fresh table BmpeS to the U.S. ftom April 1 to April 20. If the Proposed
Rule should be adopted, the estimated value of the tSb1e grapes to be
excluded from shipmmt USS 16.000. !
~ Propo3cd Rule 4oes not wntain any evirlr;ncc of circum.vention by
Chilcan ~le grapes sufficicnt to warrant the proposed change.
The chanic: in date from April 20 to Aprill \viII ~te an artificial
shortag~ affable grBI>eS since there is 110 o~r ~eroia11y significant
and rcliabl~ supply from any source ofu~r tlum Chil~.
The Chilcan grapes suppliod ftom Aprill to the catliest commercially
significant supplies of grapes ftom Coach~Ua Valle:y to California meet
marketina spec~fic~tions from ~ ClhainS ihat are ~ore stringent in some
respects ~ thC'm8tk£ting order rr;qulrem~~. i
The propo~ed change cannot be validly bMOd 011 a ~o yc:ar-old survey of
cold stomgc practices. I
The propo$ed change can not be; justified u.nd~ tho ~teria embliBhcd by
the AMAA for B change in the beginning eff~tive ~e of Marketing
Order 925 or the companion TabJo Gt'a~ Import RdiUlation 4 in view of
the recoJd pri~s received by Colll:hel1a Valley gro~crs in thc last two
seasons',

Respc-¥u11y submitted,
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